Proposal to Establish

“Case Institute of Energy and Environmental Initiatives”

FOR DISCUSSION PURPOSES ONLY
Introduction

Energy is a basic element of everything we do, everything we make; it is the basis for life as we know it.

As America and the world have industrialized we have realized that energy resources as we know them are finite and that energy and the environment are interconnected.

Energy resources are a key to both industrialized nations and those striving to become so. Energy resources are controlled by governments and are geopolitical. Cleveland, Ohio has played an integral role in the “business” of energy since the late 1800’s.

Opportunity

Given the growing realization here in the US that energy is a global resource and that unlike prior decades that the US must compete in the world market place for its share of energy, and that location and cost more than ever before influence energy, that there is a need and opportunity to:

a. Educate the public and decision makers on energy issues

b. Discuss and debate energy, options, and the environment, and

c. Create a venue for the demonstration, testing, and development of energy/environmental, projects, products and services.

Feasibility
Case is a world class multi-disciplined institution that can be the home (catalyst) for the institute for energy and environmental initiatives. Additionally, the Greater Cleveland area is the home of other institutions that can and should maintain important roles. Cleveland is a major financial and investment center. It remains a vital manufacturing area. It is the home of several non-profit educational/social institutions/foundations. Over ½ of US population and manufacturing are within 500 miles of Cleveland.

Anticipated Work (Results)

#1. Public education and awareness activities on current topics and issues of energy and the environment.

#2. Policy level debates and presentations on a “City Club” format to provide local, state, national decision makers an objective pulse on energy/environment related topics.

#3. Annual world class energy conference
a. One day devoted to program similar 6/2/05.

b. One day (or more) to small group presentation/white papers on energy and environmental ideas, projects, products and services for venture capitalists, investment bankers, and investors.

c. Concurrent “showcase” of energy/conservation projects, products and services.

Procedures

Following discussions at the NER level the idea should be brought to REI, Weatherhead and the Case decision makers. If approved Case should then invite representatives from other regional educational institutions, private industry, government (including energy reps of congressmen and senators, and quasi-public institutions/foundations to seek approval and financial commitments.

Conclusion

None of the parts of this proposal are unique, however collectively this center or institute is unique as it brings together public awareness, policy debate, and the opportunity for practical demonstrations or energy and environmental projects, products, ideas, and services.

